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His admitted ‘bad habit' %=
has quickly caught on

as quite the phenomenon

It's quite the phenomenon, even
if it gets Kane in tronble once ina
while. He suffered three chipped
teeth when he hit the helmet of
teammate Jonathan Toews duri
o gnme against Columbus last
season. Kane can't quite recall the
particulars, but there are
suspicions amang the Hawks that
he was chewing at the time, and it
wasn't his

almost 1

babit. It pretty sedate, as these

things ga, but in some hockey

clreles, it might as well be Manny

Ramirez's dreadliocks and doo-rag
It’s clear that some opposing

players think it's the calling card of

a diva, During last year'’s Western

Conference finals, the Red

Johan Franzen extracted Eane’s
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“Sometimes you skate by the
[opposing] bench and you'll hear,
Put your mouthplece in your
mouth,’ * Kane said, “And you're
thinking, “Why are they worried
about that?' *

The rubber pleces are vacum-
miolded to fit the contour of his
teeth. When he chews them
enough, it distorts the mold. It's
time for a new one when his

He goes through about three a
month. Some of his Hawks
teammates go through three a
year, Morcus said.

There is the somewhat sensitive
matter of what Kane's cavalier use
of his mouthguard says to young
bockey players, who might be on
the path to picket-fence smiles if
they imitate him. On the other
hand, there are worse adolescent
evils than mouthguard chewing.

. wants to emulnte
the stars,” Marcus said.

At 2], Eane is closer in age o
vouth hockey peewees than to
grizzled NHL veterans, Mot that

bis seammmates repuind i oL
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“To be honest, I don’t even know I'm
doing it. It’s just kind of a bad habit, but
it’s suddenly grown to be my signature.

-+« It’s pretty funny to see yourself
chewing on a mouthpiece.
very often. No. Uh-uh. Hawks games and tries to view
“Maybe because he's such a his habit with the detachment of
young kid he always needs a scientist. But he can't.

something to be chewing on, like
a baby does,” Hawks defenseman
Brian Campbell surmized.

Kane, who scored a goal in the
Hawks' victory against Boston on
Thursday, is the team leader in
goals, points and game-winning
goals. Each of those provided him
an opportunity for some serious
gnawing. He watches highlights of

Tt l;;rehtty funny to see
yourself chewing on a
mouthpiece,” he said.

A mouthpuard that doesn't
know how to stay put can't mateh
his breathtaking puck-handling
skills. But both have something in
common: You can't look away.

Comment af suntimes.com.
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